
Thank You

The support of donors and volunteers powers all that 
we do at the American Red Cross. We are proud to 
partner with people and businesses to deliver hope, 
help and compassion to communities when they need 
it most.

• In 2013, $1.5 Million grant for long range recovery

• More than 300 disaster workers deployed for Bastrop

• 7 shelters provided more than 1,000 overnight stays

To learn more about volunteer opportunities, visit 
redcross.org/volunteer

“The disaster didn’t end when the fires were put out. Community 
members, volunteers and donors have worked tirelessly to 
restore and rebuild this community, and it is the Red Cross of 
Central Texas’ honor to further that mission. We are committed 
to empowering the community throughout its long term recovery 
process and preparing for the future.”

A Message from CEO Marty McKellips

The Bastrop Community Grant reflects an updated strategy 
by the Red Cross that affects every area of the disaster cycle: 
preparedness, response and recovery.

Notably, this strategy shifts decision-making away from 
headquarters and closer to affected communities.  Our grant 
of $1.5 million for Bastrop recovery is an example of the new 
efforts; we partnered with the Bastrop County Long Term 
Recovery Team to identify any needs remaining unmet two 
years into the recovery phase, and delivered funding to address 
those needs.  Our investment in rebuilding homes for Bastrop 
residents means that the Red Cross is committed to assuring a 
strong recovery for communities affected by disaster.

Going forward, as Red Cross response operations continue 
for Superstorm Sandy, the West, Texas explosion, Western 
wildfires and Oklahoma tornadoes, supporters can expect their 
investment in disaster relief to pay off with stronger disaster 
preparedness and disaster recovery efforts.  We expect this 
to lead to more resilient communities in Texas and across the 
nation.

Recovery Showcases New Strategy

Two years after the most destructive wildfire in Texas history 
destroyed more than 1,600 homes, Bastrop County residents are 
still recovering.  

Donor support in response to the Texas wildfires continues 
to strengthen the resilience of affected communities, and our 
gratitude for the individuals and businesses that fund Red Cross 
services continues to grow.  

On September 3rd in a ceremony in Bastrop County (pictured 
at right), American Red Cross Central Texas Region CEO Marty 
McKellips presented a $1.5 million grant to the Bastrop County 
Long Term Recovery Team to fund the construction of an 
additional 30 homes.

Made possible by Red Cross donors from Central Texas and 
across the nation, these new homes not only provide a return for 
displaced families still holding out hope, they also enhance the 
stability of the local economy.

$1.5M Grant for Bastrop 
Long Term Recovery
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Get started by downloading the Red Cross Wildfire App for your mobile device at  www.redcross.org/mobile-apps

A Legacy of Impact
As the people of Central Texas put two years of recovery behind 
them, the lessons of the wildfires are continuing to impact Red 
Cross responses nationwide.  Because the new Red Cross disaster 
cycle strategy is being implemented after the wildfires, many of 
our new efforts are being used for the first time here. 

• The free Red Cross Wildfire app provides emergency alerts for 
monitored locations as well as what to do before, during and 
after a wildfire.  Download at www.redcross.org/mobile-apps

• In the 2 years since the wildfires, we have responded to wildfires 
across the Western states, including the Yosemite-area wildfire 
affecting California today

• Recent wildfires in Colorado and Arizona put the lessons 
from Bastrop into practice in new areas.  The sifters and 
wheelbarrows the Red Cross innovated in Bastrop to search 
home sites for lost mementos have been used in other Red Cross 
responses

• Convened disaster drills to test responses and to strengthen 
community partnerships

Central Texas is among the more disaster-prone parts of our 
nation. By forging partnerships, engaging new communities and 
convening  conversations, the Red Cross remains a leader in 
making Central Texas resilient.

• Most of the work of the Red Cross is performed by more than 
1,200 volunteers in our Central Texas region.  All people are 
welcome to volunteer with us, regardless of age or ability

• Donors are urged to continue to support our work.  Gifts of 
any amount, from individuals and businesses, provide urgent 
capital for our relief operations and for our resiliency efforts

• Increasingly, social media is a way people connect with the Red 
Cross.  Opportunities for volunteering and giving online make 
it easier than ever to participate in our humanitarian mission. 
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter and visit www.redcross.org/
austin


